[Tumor-related arthrodesis. Reconstruction of the shoulder contour using a free TRAM (Transverse Rectus Abdominis Musculocutaneous) flap].
Upper arm bone- and shoulder resection due to cancer have to be performed under oncologic criteria. Soft tissue however may not be sufficient to safely cover a following arthrodeses. To avoid perforation and reconstruct a normal shoulder contour a free myocutaneous TRAM-flap was employed and its vessels anastomosed to branches of A. and V. brachialis. Incorporating the facia and an island of M. rectus abdominis proved to safely cover the arthrodetic material and shape the bulk of the flap, allowing to reconstruct the desired contour. Good vascularisation postoperatively preserved tissue stability and volume and thus safely restored normal shoulder contour even in a long time review.